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DEPARTMENT OF THE ENVIRONMENT FOR NORTHERN IRELAND 

DECLARATION OF AREA OF SPECIAL SCIENTIFIC INTEREST AT LERGAN, COUNTY FERMANAGH. 
ARTICLE 24 OF THE NATURE CONSERVATION AND AMENITY LANDS (NORTHERN IRELAND) 
ORDER 1985 

The Department of the Environment for Northern Ireland (the Department), having 
consulted the Committee for Nature Conservation and being satisfied that the area 
delineated by the solid black line on the attached map (the area) is of special 
scientific interest by reason of its grassland: flora and fauna and accordingly 
needs to be specially protected, hereby declares the area to be an area of special 
scientific interest to be known as the I Lergan area of special scientific 
interest'. 

The area>which lies on a north-facing slope, is of special scien~ific interest 
because of the wide range of grassland types that it supports. At the bottom 
of the field the vegetation is dominated by a mixture of Jointed Rush 
(Juncus articulatus), Common Sedge (Carex nigra), Marsh Pennywort (Hydrocotyle 
vulgaris)and Meadowsweet (Filipendula ulmaria~with Marsh Lousewort (Pedicularis 
palustris) and Marsh Marigold (Caltha palustris) locally prominent. On the 
lower and middle slopes flushed areas have much Marsh Hawk's-beard (Crepis 
paludosa) and Quaking Grass (Briza media). Vegetation on the upper slopes is 
more grassy, and there is locally high cover of Sweet Vernal Grass '(Anthoxanthum 
odoratum), Red Fescue (Festuca rub~a), Yorkshire Fog (Holcus lanatus) and 
Crested Dogstail (Cynosurus cristatus). There is an abundance of orchids at this 
site, including Lesser Butterfly Orchid (Platanthera bifolia), Heath Spotted 
O~chid (Dactylorhiza maculata) and Common Twayblade (Listera ovata). 

The scientific interest of the site will be maintained if there is no change in 
the established farming practice. Operations and activities which are likely to 
d~~age the scientific interest of the site and which would therefore require 
the prior consent of the Department of the Environment are as follows:­

Any change in the established method and frequency of mowing. 

Any change in the present annual paLLern and intensity of grazing,
 
including any change in the type of livestock used.
 

Any change in the ffimull pattern of application of manure or fertiliser. 

The application of any chemicals for control of weeds, insects or diseases. 

Any hedge or scrub removal and infilling of ditches. 

Fip.ld drainage or field boundary drainage. 

Any tree planting. 

The dumping or storing of any matter. 

Cultivation. 

Complete or partial re-seeding. 

Construction of roads, tracks or buildings. 

Use of vehicles or machinery likely to damage the .~v'eget~tion:7. . . 
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Views About Management
 
The Environment (Northern Ireland) Order 2002 Article 28(2)
 

A statement of Environment and Heritage Service's views about the management 
of Lergan Area of Special Scientific Interest ("the ASSI") 

This statement represents the views of Enviromnent and Heritage Service about the 
management of the ASSI for nature conservation. This statement sets out, in principle, 
our views on how the area's special conservation interest can be conserved and 
enhanced. Environment and Heritage Service has a duty to notify the owners and 
occupiers of the ASSI of its views about the management of the land. 

Not all of the management principles will be equally appropriate to all parts of the ASSI 
and there may be other management activities, additional to our current views, which 
can be beneficial to the conservation and enhancement of the features of interest. It is 
also very important to recognise that management may need to change with time. 

The management views set out below do not constitute consent for any operation or 
activity. The written consent of Environment and Heritage Service is still required 
before carrying out any operation or activity likely to damage the features of special 
interest (see the attached Document B for a list of these operations and activities) . 
.Environment and Heritage Service welcomes consultation with owners, occupiers and 
users of the ASSI to ensure that the management of this area maintains and enhances 
the features of interest, and to ensure that all necessary prior consents are obtained. 

MANAGEMENT PRINCIPLES 

Purple Moor-grass and rush pastures are an important habitat for wildlife. Environment 
and Heritage Service would encourage the maintenance and enhancement of the 
grassland, through the conservation of its associated native plants and animals. 

Many of the more sensitive species can be quickly lost through intensive management 
treatments, such as fertiliser and herbicide application. However, grassland generally 
needs some management to retain its interest. Although occasional small patches of 
scrub can be valuable in providing additional habitat niches for birds and invertebrates, 
in the absence of management, coarse grasses can quickly take over and ultimately 
woody species may become dominant. 

Grazing by cattle is the most effective way of controlling the growth of more vigorous 
species and helping to maintain open areas and a diverse sward structure, although 
over grazing should be avoided as the wet soils are particularly susceptible to poaching. 



In the absence of grazing, cutting of the vegetation to create open areas and reduce the 
dominance of coarse grasses is desirable. 

Specific objectives include: 

Low intensity grazing has contributed to the conservation and enhancement of 
the features of interest. Environment and Heritage Service would encourage the 
continuation of this practice. 

Prevent the loss of more sensitive grassland species through%the control of scrub, 
bracken and rushes. In general, this can be achieved through the appropriate 
grazing regime. In some cases, other methods of control such as cutting, may be 
required. 

Where appropriate, encourage the blocking of drains to prevent the grassland 
from drying out. 

Ensure that disturbance to the site and its wildlife is minimised. 

Discourage non-native species, especially those that tend to spread at the 
expense of native wildlife. 

Maintain the diversity and quality of habitats associated with the grassland, such 
as hedgerows through sensitive management. These adjoining habitats can often 
be very important for wildlife. 

Conor McParland 
Authorised Officer 

Dated the of 2007 
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