
  

                                                        
                                        
                                               

 
                                               

 
                                                          

 
                                              
                                             
                                                           

 
               

                                
           

                                
   
                                     
                        

                                       
                                   
                                   

                              
                                    

 
  

 
  

   
              

   
  

  
 

          
 

         
 

               
          

 
   

 
                 
                 
 
                   
                    
 
               
                     

 
             
                     
                       

 
 

Red Grouse Species Action P lan 
Del ivery Grou p meeting 

Tuesday 2
nd 

Octo ber 2012 

7.15 pm 

Seminar Room, Fult on Hall 
Greenmount Cafre Campus 

Antrim 

A drian Morrow – V ice Chair Irish Red Grouse Conservation Trust 
Dr Adam S mit h Ga me & Wildlif e Conservation Trust 
Dr Barry Mc Mahon Irish Grey Partridge Co nservation Trust 
Kieran Buckley Irish Grey Partridg e Conservation Trust 
Ja mes Ha milton Stu bber 
Edw ard Butler Ulster Ir ish Red Setter & Northern Ireland Po inter Club 
Da mian Mc Elholm Glenoo Sh oot 
Lyall Plant Chief Executive, Countryside A lliance Ireland 
Mark Edgar Bio diversity Of f icers Forum 
John Gr if f in Forest Service 
Bob Davidson NIEA 
Larry Toal NIEA 

1. Apologies 

To mmy Mayne 
Robert Mc Kergan 
Jim McAda m or w e take out Dr here, not w orried, just f or consistency ☺ 
Godf rey Mc Roberts 
Martin Bradley 
To m W oods 

2. A C w elcomed new me mbers and initiated roun d table introductions 

3. M inute s of mee ting for 22nd Fe bruar y 2012 

LT apo logise f or the typing error in ref erence to the Irish Grouse Conservation Trust 
The draf t minutes f or the 22nd February 2012 w ere agreed. 

4. M atters ar is ing 

Futur e dire ction of the gr oup 
No co mments submitted o n this. 

Comme nt on Ian Glende nning’s funding docume nt 
Three positive responses to this document w ere received. 

Wor k Pr ogr amme 
No updates f or the w ork programme w ere submitted . 

All Ir e land s pe cies action plan for Re d Gr ous e 
KB and B Mc M to inf orm the group at this meet ing 
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5. Wor k Pr ogr amme
 

Ke y Task 1.7 LT reported that the interdepart ment al report on the w ildf ires in 2011 w ould
 
inf orm the Minister in the process of creating a Wildf ire Foru m. A discussion developed on
 
the impact of blanke t bog mana ge ment on red grouse habitat manage ment .
 

Ke y Task 2.2 LP reported th at three cross border groups w ithin the IRGA have produced
 
man age ment p lans
 

Ke y Task 3.1 LT ment ioned a previously discussed topic in relat ion to encouragin g
 
f armers w hose land has contiguous boundaries in suita ble ha bitat to apply to NICMS f or
 
grants f or habitat manage ment f or red grouse. A dvice from Godf rey McRo berts suggested
 
that this approach w as possible under ‘Special Measures’ in the previous scheme a nd that
 
it could be pu t f orw ard as a proposal f or the new scheme as part of the consultation
 
process – 2014 onw ards. How ever the new scheme w ould not be developed unt il af ter the
 
EU co mmission decides on the f uture structure of CAP – reportin g in 2 015.
 
It w as agreed that the group w ould invite GMc R to out line possibilities f or the f uture.
 
It w as also agreed that each cluster of f arm holdings and associated red grouse interest
 
group w ould benef it f rom the services of a f acilitator.
 

Ke y Tas k 5.1 LT listed the nu mber of page visits to the NIEA Red Group SA P Delivery
 
Group w eb page on the NIEA site f rom Jan 2012 to Sep 20 12.
 
It w as suggested that other relevant w eb sites should have a lin k to the NIEA page .
 
The BASC p lanne d video f ootage on red grouse habit at manage ment and ver min control
 
in NI w as discussed.
 
It w as agreed that the group invite TM to o utline the ob jectives of the video at the next
 
meet ing.
 

Ke y Tas k 6.3 LT reported that Tim Russell (BA SC) reco mmende d that local red grouse
 
groups should establish transect counts, 2 per year per site. Me asure predator
 
control/habitat ma nage ment ef f ort and compare f or each area.
 
A S and B M e mp hasised the importance of annual surveys and how usef ul it is in
 
gathering data over time. A S recommen ded the ad option of area w ide, large scale transect
 
counts using ‘Distance Sa mpling’ techniques. These have w orked in Sw eden f or low
 
density w illow grouse populations w here local hunters now collect these data. This w ould
 
improve engage ment of local point ing dog e nthusiasts w ith grouse conservation, improve
 
the robustness of population estimates and provide data essential f or sustainable huntin g
 
decisions.
 

Ke y Tas k 8.1 LT reported that Tim Russell recommended th at the group should have one 
site visit per year. 
A dam S mith suggested that th e group visit the Lan gholm sit e. 

6. Pr ogre ss the Lough Fe a Gr ouse Conser vation Tr ust funding docume nt 
It w as agreed to hold discussion on this ite m at the next meet ing. 

7. All Ir e land Spe cies Action Plan 

Kieran Buckley outlin ed the backgroun d to the develop ment of the all Ireland plan f rom t he
 
establish ment of a f orum of all int erested parties including gun clubs, ga me clubs, NPWS
 
and BWI. He saw the process as creating a unif ied group w ith more leverage to acquire
 
f unds. KB emphasised that the cooperation of all concerned w ould justif y the appoint ment
 
of a f acilitator and it w as up to the NI de livery group to decide if they w ant to embrace this
 
process.
 
A M en quired abo ut the orig in ‘All Ireland ’ in the docu ment t itle?
 
KB pointed out that th is w as a mistake an d should not have occurred.
 
A M th anked Kieran Buckley and Barry McMahon f or outlin ing the ob jectives of the plan
 
and that the NI group shou ld bring t heir view s to the next meet ing.
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8. Adam Sm ith sem inar 

A dam S mith de livered a very interesting presentation out lin ing the f ind ings of Game & 
Wild lif e Conservation Trust research w hich has inf ormed Red Grouse manage ment and 
could be f ine tuned to ad dress the current needs of Northern Ireland Red Grouse. Grouse 
populat ion and d isease censuses may be of particular value in addit ion to best practice 
habitat and predator manage ment. GW CT are happy to develop th eir inp ut to the BA P 
group. 

The group expressed their appreciation to Ada m f or his presentation w ith a round of 
app lause. 

9. AOB 

10. Date of ne xt mee ting 

Feb/ Mar 2013 
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